Primary brain abscess with Nocardia otitidiscaviarum in an intravenous drug abuser.
A primary brain abscess with Nocardia otitidiscaviarum in an intravenous drug abuser is reported. Nocardia brain abscess has been reported infrequently and normally only in immunocompromised patients. The lungs are the most common primary focus, but brain abscess may also occur following direct cutaneous inoculation. In this case the clinical presentation was first diagnosed as an astrocytoma. However, N. otitidiscaviarum was isolated from the lesion after emergency craniotomy. In contrast to five cases described previously the patient survived after surgical removal and antibiotic treatment with imipenem and trimethoprim-sulphamethoxazole.